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Preach'd before her MAJESTY 
T HH © 


Queen Dowager 


On Chriſtmas day, Ano 1686. 


LuKkE 2. 15. 
 Paſtores loquebantur ad invicem, tranſea- 
mus uſque ad Bethlehem , & videamus 
hoc verbum quod factum .eft , quod Do- 


minus ofſtendic nobis. 


The Shepherds ja'd one to another, Let us now 
Lo even to Pethlehem, and ſee this word which 
| is made ( or this thing which is come to paſs; ) 

Y which our Lord hath made kuown to 15. 


H E fulneſs of time for the Redemptt. 
; . on of Man being come, atime, when - 
all chings were in quiet filence, and 
the Night was in the midſt of her ſwift courſe, 


the Omnipotent Word of the Erernal Father deſ- 
kn -- cended 
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cended from his Royal Throne, and took up 
his lodging in a Stable of Bethlehem. No ſooner 
was he atrived there , but he: preſently diſ- 
patched an Angel to carry the news of his 
Birth to certain Shepherds, wha were at thar 
time keeping the watches of the night over 


their Flocks in the Fields adjoyning. The 


Meſſenger, to ſhew that he was the Miniſter 
of the San of Jultice,. clothed himſelf with a 
olittering Robe of Light, and ſo great was the 
Brightnels which enlightned the place, thar 
the Goſpel calls it, Claritas Dei, the Bright- 
neſs of God; and thoſe words of David may 


PA.138.11, ſs f 


be ſaid to. have been then licerally fulfilled , 
Nox ſicut dies illuminabitur ,that the Night ſhould 
be as light as the Day. | | | 
The Shepherds terrified as well with the 
reſence of the Angel, who ſtood beſide them, as 


- with the unuſualnels of che Light, which ſhone 


round about them, were ready to fall ro the 
ground for fear, when the Heavenly Ambal- 
{ador bid them be of good cheer, for that he 
came not to bring them tidings of dread and 
rerror, but of joy, and great joy to them, and 
to all People, that on this Bright day there was 
born in Bethlehem, the Saviour of the World. 
And that their own experience might further ſa- 
tisfie them. of the-truth of what he had ſaid, he 
| | : TAC 
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' gave them a Sign, by which, if they would 
rake the pains, they might hnd the New-born 
Infant, Hoc vobis fignum, This, ſaid he, ſhall be 
to you a Sign, you ſhall find the Infant wrapped 
in Swadlimg.clothes, and laid in a Manger. O King 
of Glory ! Is not this the day in which the 
Angels invite the Daughters of Son to go forth, 
and behold thee in the Diadem with which thy 
Virgin-mother Crown'd thee in the day. of thy 
Eſpoulals in her pureſt Womb? And muſt a 
Manger be thy Cradle? O Treaſure of Heaven ! 
who would have ſought for thee in a little 
Hay or Straw ? Who. would have thought to 
have found thee in a Manger of Beaſts ? Surely 
the Shepherds, who were terrified with the 
Light, muſt have been much more ſurprized 
with the ſeeming diſproportion of the Sign, had 
not a multitude of the. Heavenly Hoſt preſent- 
ly joyned themſelves with the Ange], prailing 
God, and ſaying, Gloria in altiſſamis Deo, Glory: 

be to God in the higheſt, and on earth peace to men 

1]- of good will. » 

| With chis Canticle of Joy the Angels return'd 

into their former Heaven above, and where = 

may we think were the Shepherds Souls; bur in —_ —_ 
the new:Heaven. below -in the Stable of Bethle- Calum m | 
hem ; and that their Bodies might be there too, 7 atlas 

| | phan. Orar. 
tg pay a double homage to this New-born de Deipera:: 
| : | King, 


Exod. 2. 
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King, Loquebantar ad invicem , They ſaid one to 


axother, Let us now g0 even to Bethlehem and ſee 
this Tord which is made, which our Lord hath made 
known unto us. And the reſolution was no 
ſooner taken, but preſently put in execution. 
But give-me leave, devout Shepherds, to ask 
you, whither away lo faſt? Were not you 
keeping the watches of the Night over your 


Flocks ? And will you now leave them in the 


open Fields? Are you not afraid, that they may 
go aſtray in your abſence, or the Wolves break 
in anid devour them ? No, we are going to find 
out the Lamb, which is come to take away the 
{ins of the world : This Lamb wilktake care 
both of the Shepherds and the Flocks ; And 
ſhould we ſuſtain any loſs for his ſake, ic would 
fill be our greater Gain. Piouſlly reſolved in- 
deed ; But have you forgotten what hapned 
of old to another of your Profeſſion, when God 
appearing to hinv 11 the Buſh, he ſaid as you 
do:now, Twill goand ſee this great Sight * Have 
you forgotten, [ ſay, how he was command- 
ed not to draw near, but eo ſtand at a diſtance, 
and ur off his Shoes ; and how he turned away 
his Face, that he might not ſee? And are you 


not afraid to meet with the ſame prohibition 
he did? Nothing leſs. The Scene is now | 
changed. God in a Burning Buſh is an ven 

| ol 


| [5] 
of Terror indeed ; but God in Swadling-clothes: 
and laid in a Manger, is ſogreat an Attrative. 
of Love, that we fear nothing but to loſe time 
to goto ſeeit. They. went therefore with 
hafte, and being. admitted by the Sacred Vir- 
2in, (whole leave: no doubt they would ask) 
ro ſee and adore their New-born Saviour, the 
Evangeliſt ſays, That they returned glorifying 
and praiſing God for all that they had heard and- 
ſeen, as. it had been ſaid unto them. 

This is the Sum of what is contain'd in the 
ſecond Goſpel of this Great Day. What [ 
have made choice of far the. Subject. of your - 


_ preſeqt Entertainment , is the Pious Reſolution 


of the Shepherdsto go to Bethlehevr, That we 


may enter with like Devotion into the conll1. 


deration of this Great Myſtery, and return, as 
they did, glorifying and prailing God for all 
we ſhall hearand ſee, let us inſtead of ask- 
ing leave of the Yirgin-Mether to viſit the 
Manger , humbly beg her Interceſſion at the 
Throne of Grace, for a Blefling upon my En- 
deavours, ſaJuting her with the. words of the: 
Ange), | 


Ape Maris: - 


 'Tranſeamus 


oo 


ſs] 
Tranſeamus uſque ad Bethlehem, ec. | 


The ſhepherds ſaid one to another , Let us now 29 
even to Bethlehem , and ſee this word which is 
made, Which our Lord hath ſhown unto us. ſ 


*Tis the Opinion of St. Cyprian and others 
of the Fathers that theſe Shepherds art the ſame 
time that the Angel made known unto them the 
Nativity of the Saviour of the World,the ſo long 
expeced Meſſzas, had their underſtandings il- 
luminated by the Holy Ghoſt, to know and be- 
lieve, that it was He of whom the Prophet 
Eſay had foretold , that his name ſhould be 

' called Emmanuel, that is, God with us, and who 
| 7/4. 9. 6. ſhould verifie thoſe glorious Attributes given 
him by the ſame Prophetof Admirabilis, Deus, 
Fortis , Princeps Pacis , that is, of Wonderful, 
God, Mighty , and Prince of Peace. Magiſterio 
Spiritus Santi intus edofti, quem Parvulum vident 
' confitentur Immenſum. And hence it is, that 
whereas the Words of my Text in the Origi- 
Tei rir0na] are capable of a double 'Tranſlation, that is [ 
of being rendred-in Engliſh , Let us ſee this 
Thing which is come to paſs, or let us ſee this 
Word Which is made, I have made choice w 
| the 


X41 


the latter wich Yenerable Bede, as more ſuit. Yerbum quod 


able to the Intention of the Shepherds , and 


more expreffive of the Myſtery we celebrate qumodo pro 


this day of the Word being made Fleſh for our 
ſakes. | | 


Taking the Words therefore in this ſence , 99's 
two things offer themſelves at the firſt View to ,,,,".- 
our Conſideration. The frſt is, the Reſolution bum, vide- 


of the Shepherds ro go to Bethlehem, Tranſea- 


mus uſque ad Bethlehem. Let us now go even to Caroef.. 


Bethlehem. The ſecond, the End they pro- 
poſed to themſelves in going thicher, which 
was to ſee the Word which was made. And ac- 
cordingly I ſhall divide my Liſcourſe into 
theſe two Principal Parts. In the firſt I ſhall 
let you ſee the Devotion of the Shepherds in 
ſo readily reſolving to go ſeek their New-born 
Saviour. In the ſecond, the End weare to 
propoſe to our ſelves in ſeeing this word which 
was made Fleſh, as the Creed declares, for 
14s men, and for our Salvation. For us men, 
I ſay, as the Objef of our worſhip; and then 
again, for our Salvation, as a Pattern drawn by 
God himſelf for our Imitation. 2 

I begin with che flrſt, the Devotion of the. 
Shepherds: in -their Reſolution to go to 
Bethlehem. | | 


B The 
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[8] 
The Firſt Part. 


Devotion, as it denotes a particular Virtue, 
is defined by. St. Thomas to be a Preparation or 


4-82. 4.1%, diſpoſition of the Will, by which a man prompr- 


ly and readily, tradit ſe ,. gives himſelf up, or 
(as we uſe to ſay) devotes himſelf to execute . 
the things Which belong to the ſervice of God. 
Some of theſe things are expreſly commanded by 
God himſelf, others intimated only or commended, 
as pleaſing to him, And whereas there is this 
difference between them, that every Command 
of God is a ſign of his Will, but every Signi- 


fication of his good pleaſure»>is not a Command, 


"tis manifeſt, that as the Perfefion of Cevori- 
on confiſts in a readineſs to comply with both, 
ſo it ſhews it ſelf chiefly in the Execution of 
the latter. And ſuch was that of the Shep- 
herds of my Text. They went to find out 
the New-born Chriſt, without being com. 
tnanded. The Angel, as you have heard, gave 
them a Sign , by which, if they would rake 
the pains, they might find him, which was 
char they ſhould find him wrapped im. ſwadling- 
clothes, and laid in a mafiger. Bur it is no, where 
expreſled in the Goſpel, that he bid them go. 
We donot read that theAngel ſaid unto them, Te 
CEE Es Paſtores 


#.; 
Paſtores, Go to Betblebem ; but only, Foc vo: 4 
bis ſignum : This ſhall be to you a ſign, and yec 
they preſently reſoly'd to go. And we need 
not go far to ſeek the Realon. The Angel in 
the Proclamation he made of Peace upon 
Earth, when he return'd to Heaven, ſuffici. 
ently ſignified them to be:men of good will, 
that is, as holy David deſcribes ſuch Perſons, /a. r. 
Men, whoſe Wills are in the Law of God: In 
lege Domini voluntas ejus : and the Law of God pſal.36.31. 
in their wills. Lex Dei ejus in corde ipſius. And 
where the Will and the Law are thus recipro- 
cally in each other, in order to the Service of 
God, a Command ſerves but for a Sign, and 


& EY 
a Sign becomes a Command. 


| 1. To Men of Good Will, a Precept ſerves 

them but for a Sign, to point out what they 
are to do. And this is what. the great Apo- 
ſtle St. Paul gives us to underſtand, when he 
ſays, that Lex Juſto non eſt poſita. The Law is 
not made for the Juſt man, but for ſuch as are 
unjuſt and: refraftory. And. why not for the 
Juſt Man allo, if he cannot be juſt without 
the Obſervance of ir? Bur becauſe, as you 
| heard before, the Will of a Juſt Man is in the 
Law, and not under the Law.  'Tis/one thing +. 49. in 
ſays St. Auſtin to be in the Law , and another 7/1 
to be under the Law. He whoſe Will is in che 

| B 2 Law 


1 Tim.1.9. 
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Law, Secundum legem agit , its indeed con- 
formable to the Law. But He whoſe will is 

under the Law, Secundam legem agitur, is driven 

or forced by the Law. The Law like a ſevere 
Adverſary ftands over. him with threats and 
menaces to compel him to the performance 

of what it commands ; and therefore our Sa. 

De Sermon. Viour, as the ſame St. Auſtin expounds his 
Don. C-21- words , Matth. 5. 24. bids us to agree with 
this Adverſary,that is,to conform our wills to his, 

quickly whilſt weare in the way of this life, leſt 

at any time, (and we know not how ſoon) he 

deliver us to the Judge , and the Judge to the 

Officer , and we be caſt into a Priſon, from 

whence there ſhall be no delivery, till we 

have paid the uttermoſt farthing, Nihil ſic ad- 

verſatur peccantibus ac praceptum Dei , . Nothing 

ſo oppoſite to linners'as the Law of God ; be- 
caule.cheir Will is in the Sin they would com- 

mir, and notin' the Law. Nothing ſo agree- 

able ro the Juſt as the Law, of God , becauſe 

their Will is:in his Law. that they may: not fin. 12. 

To: thoſe. the Liwis a weight which:lies heavy 

upon them, and preſſes them down, to theſe, 

St. Avg. If it is a weight alſo, but ſuch as that of Wings which | 
7/459. bears them 4ip, and carries. them, Chriſti ſarcina 
pennas habet;- to thoſe it is.a Curbing Birr, which 

reftrains their licentious and irregular appetires; | 

[Lo | 
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to theſe a Centle Bridle, which ſerves only to —_— gno 
. HICPT 6 Apt- 
rurn them into the way they arets go : . To! or. 
thoſe, itis a Rod of Tron, which compels them ſoft. Hom. 
for tear notto do, what otherwiſe they would, 7? _ 
Reges eos in Virga ferrea, thou ſhalt rule them , rai. 


( that is the RefraQory ) in a Rod of Tron. To yg, , ,| 
theſe a Rod of Dire&ion, to point out to them, 
what their Wills are ready to perform. Yirga 
direfionts, Virga Regni tui; The Rod of thy King- 
dom ( and ſuch are the Juſt) # a Rod of Dire. 
ftion. In a word, ſuch is the force of Love, 
that if jt poſleſs the Heart, that which is a Pre. 
cept to the unjuſt and refra@ory, ferves but for 
a Sign to men of Good Will.. Bur this is not all. 
* Tis the Property of Love to dilate the Heart ic 
poſleſles, and render it ſo pliant to the motions 
of Grace, and ready to execute what is pleaſing 
to God, that, 

2. Tomen of Good Will a Sign becomes a 
Command. Their hearts like that of David are 
doubly ready, Paratum cor meum, Deus, Para- 
tem cor meum, ready todo what God commands : 
And again, Ready to do what he. fegnifies' only 
co be his Good will and Pleaſure. Their Will 
(as | ſaid beferg ) is in the Law of God,and the 
Law of God intheir Will. And what. is the 
\Produt of this. Happy Union, | but 'that' the 
Will, as conſider'd in the Laiv' changes a Com- 
0 ne mand 


Pſal. 44. 8. 
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: mand into a Sign, becauſe ic performs it wil. 
lingly ; and the Law, as conſider'd inthe Will, 
improves that which is but a Sign into a Com- 

; mand ; becauſe the Will performs it exactly. 

I This is the Happy State of Men of Good Will, - 

| - Let them but have a Sign, an Intimation of 

what they are to do ; Their Hearts are ready, 
and they preſently ſet themſelves to put it 
in execution, 

What moved the Wiſemen of the Eaſt to un- 
dertake ſo long and dangerous a journey, to find 
out, and adore the New-born King of the Jews ? 3 
All the Account they give of it, is, vidimus | 

ellam ejus, that they had ſeen his Star, that is 
his Sign, in the Eaſt. They had heard, if not 
read, what Balaam had prophelied of old, that 

Num.24-17 a ſtar ſhould ariſe out of Facob. They expected 

the riling of this Star, and no ſooner did: it 
appear, but, as the Church repreſents their 
devotion in one of her Antiphons, they ſaid one 

to another, Hoc fignum Magni Regis eft, This 

is the Sign of the Great King, who is to be 
born, Famus & inquiramus eum, let us go and 
enquire him out, e9» offeramus ei muners, Aurum, 
Thus, &- Myrrham, and offer to him Gifts, Gold, 
Frankincenſe and Myrrh. And what can be 
more Parallel to the devotion of the Shepherds 

+ in my Text? No ſooner had the Angel = 
them 


[13] 


them a Sign, by which they might find out the 
ſame New-born Saviour of the World, but pre- 
ſencly they ſaid one co another, Tranſeamus nſque 
ad Bethlehem, Let us now go even to Bethlehem. 
Thole wiſeſt of Kings ſaw but the Sign, and 
went without delay, vidimus &» venimus. Theſe 
faithfulleſt of ShepherdF heard bur hoc, vobis ſig- 
num, 'this ſhall be a Sign to you, and went 
with halt , venerunt feſtmantes. O the Incom- 
parable Devotion both of Kings and Shepherds ! 
How happy ſhould we be, would we follow 
their Example,and not neglect, or (which is yet 
worſe) reject ſo often as we do the Holy Inſpi- 
rations which God is pleaſed from time to time 
ro give us for the amendment of our lives, and 
ſerling our ſelves after a more ſerious manner 
to his ſervice, to comply with the modes of the 
world, and our own Eaſe and Humour? O 
how different is this Comportment from that of 
theſe Kings and Shepherds? A Sign is rothem, 
a Precept, and an Intimation in lien of a Com- 
mand. And by whom may we think were they 
infpired 'with this devotion, but by the Divine 
Infant himſelf, whom they went to ſeek, of 
whom Albertus Magnus (aith, Yoluntas & Com- 
placentia Patris Summun Pr eceptum fuit, that the 
Good Will and Pleaſure of. bis Father, in order to 
man's Redemption, Was to bim- as the greateſt and 
ftrifteſt of Commands, == God 


[ 14 ] 


God, when he vouchſafes to ſpeak to.us of 
himſelf, is EW ſpeak to us after 0ur own 
manner, and in our own language ; And we can 

eak no otherwiſe of him. Whatever we at- 


if 
Aﬀermatio- Ao ſays the Great St. Dennis, of God, is by 
mesde DO 162 fon of thenarrownels both of our thoughts 


and words, incompetent and unſuitable to what he 


St. Dionyſ. js in Himſelf, as always carrying ſome tinEture 


of Imperfeftion in it. Whillt therefore I endea. 

vour, as I may, to expreſs what my own low 
Thoughts have been able co conceive of this - 
Gracious Concurrence of the Son, with the Good 
Pleaſure of his Father, in relation to the great 
deſign of his Incarnation, and perhaps in words 
not reaching my own Conceptions, your Pious 
and Charitable attention, will, I hope, help co 
ſupply the defect of the one, and make allowance 
for the other. | 
The Eternal Father (whoſe Goodneſs is 
equal to his Knowledge, ) fore-ſecing from all 
Ecernity the Fall of 'Man, out of the Rowels 
of his Mercy, defign'd forthwith to repair it, 
and that by the Incarnation of his Son. This 
amongſt many other means, which were pre- 
ſent to his Infinite Wiſdom, he was pleaſed to 
make choice of, as moſt conducing to his own 
Honour, and the redreſs and advantage of man. - 
But how was this Great Deſign to be _ 
| about? - 
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about? By laying a Command on his Son to take 

our Nature ypon him ? No, For, ( as St. Tho- Sr.Tho. i.p. 
mas obſerves, ) a Command ſuppoles Inferiority 7-43: 
in the Perſon to be commanded ; and Catho- 

lic Faith tells us, that in the moſt Holy Trini- 

ty there is no Inferiority or SubjeJjon: No .one 

of the Perſons Higher or Lower, Greater or | 

Leſs than another, bur as they are All Co eternal 

in Duration, ſo are They Co-equal in Dignity 

and Authoricy. There could be no place for 
.a Command, where there was no Inequality; Nor 
even for:Counſel, as ſuppoſing an Advantage of. = 
Wiſdomin the Giyer, in reſpect of the Perſon 
to whom it is given. What then remain'd, 
bur (if I may be petmitted to ſpeak accord- 
ing to our imperfet and incompetent man- 
ner of conceiving in this Life ) an Intima- 
tion of the Fathers Good Pleaſureto his Son; 
preſenting him in the Comprehenſive Know- 
ledge, which he communicated to him of all 
things\both Future and .Poſlible, together with 
his Eſſence, a Proſpe& ( asI may call it.) of a 
Humane Body, fo to be framed, as might ſerve 
for a decent Tabernacle for the Divinity to dwell 
in, and a fic and proper Inſtrument for Him, 
.who was .the Word, to accompliſh the Re- 
demption ot.man, by aniting, himſelt to it. 
How readily he concurred with his Conſent to 
| G this 
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this Gracious Intention of his Father, thus com- 
municated to him,is ſeen by the Blefled in Hea- 
ven, in the Unity of one and the ſame Will in 
Both ; but can be diſcern'd only by us in this 
ſtare of Obſcurity in ic's Efef, as in a Glafs 
which refle&s rhe Beams that are darted upon 
it. And ſuch is the account which the Royal 
Prophet gives of its Fxecution in his 39th Palm, 
where he repreſents the- Son at his coming into 


the World, addrefling hinxelf to his Father in 


theſe words, Sacrificium &* Oblationem noluiſti, 


ſee,O my Eternal Father that Sacrifices and Obla. 
tions are rejected by thee,as inſufficient to make 
ſatisfaFion for the {ins of men, and to appeaſe 
thy wrath ſo juſtly enkindled againſt them. 
But withall I ſee, Corpus aptaſti mihi, that thou 
haſt framed a Body fit for me, and me alone, 
as the means thou haſt made choice of for this 
great work. And what follows then, but Fc. 
ce venio, Behold I come ? : 

Nor was a like concurrence of the Holy Ghoſt 
wanting to the compleating this Great 3 
as may be gather'd from thoſe words of the 


Angel to the Bleſſed V trgin on the day that it was + 


to be put inexecution, when hetold her, that 
the Holy Ghoſt ſhould come upon her, and the Power 
of the Moſt High ſhould over. ſhadow ber, and there. 
fore the Holy Thing, which ſhould be born of. ber, 


ſhould 


I [ x7] 
ſhould be called the- Son of God. Thus as the 
Great St. Leo- excellently obſerves, Diviſit fibi 5:1m.4. Pen- 
opus a er ras miſericordia Trinitatis, the tecof. 
Three Perſons of the moſt Sacred Trinity, in that 
co-eterxnal and mutual deſign they had of re- 
pairing. loſt man, divided (as'I may ſay) the 
work of his Redemption amongſt them, not by way 
of Command, but out of that pure Mercy and Good- 
neſs, which is'the ſame in them All. Pater 
( as the ſame St. Leo goes on) ut propitiaretur ; 
Filius, ut propitiaret ; Spiritus Sanus, ut ignirer. 
The Father, by communicating together with 
his Eſſence his Propenſion to accept of a Propiti- 
ation for the ſins of mankind : The Son, by mu- 
tually concurring to make the propitiation ; and 
the Holy Ghoſt, by as readily undertaking to ex- 
ecute what was the Good Will and Pleaſure of 
Both. From all which it appears, that tho the 
Son ( the decree of the Incarnation ſuppoſed ) re- 
ceiv'd a Command from his: Father to lay down 
his Life for the Redemption of Man, ( ascon- 
ſidered ſubſiſting in our Humane: Nature, and 
in that conſideration -Inferiour to him ) yer'the 
Sourſe and Origin of bis undertaking to make a 
Propiiation. for our. fins, -was not any Pre- 
cept ( of which, - as conlider'd ſubfiſting only 
in the Divinity he was not capable, . being equal 
to his Father, ) but a communication. only, he 
C 2 receiy'd 


[18] 

receiv'd in- his divine Proceſſion fror him, of 
his good -ill-and pleaſure; that he ſhould wiite 
himſelf perſonally tro our humane nature to 
redeem us. And as he, moſt willingly and rea. 
dily concurr'd with this gracious deſign, (but in 
a manner | infinitely tranſcending what the 
underftandings of the Higheſt Angels are able 
to comprebend ,) So as ſoon as he was born 
into the world he inſpir'd the Shepherds 
to do the like: He only gave them a Sign or 
Titimarion by which they might find him, and 
. preſently without delay they reſolv'd cogo ſeek 
him out. Loquebanthr Paſtores ad invicem, The - 
Shepherds. ſaid- one to another, Let us now 90 even 

to Bethlehem. | | 
.Thus, Dear Chriſtian Auditors, was this Di- 
vine Lover of our ſouls pleaſed both to prove 
and make known to -us the devotion of the 
Shepherds, when he came into the world : And 
now that he has finiſhed his diſpenſation upon 
Earth, and is return'd to Heaven; has he left us 
no 'Sizn'of his Good Will and Pleaſure, -to pro- 
-voke'our Love, to ſollicite our affe@ions and 
ſhow our devotion to him ? Yes ; Corpics aptavit 
zobis, he hasleftus alſo a Body, the ſame Body 
Which hisFather framed for him, and he gave to 
che Sheplierds ; but in a different manner to thejn 
and 'to 'us: to them-as wrapped in Swadling . 
clothes, 


- 
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clotbes,and laid in a Manger: Hoe -vobis fignum. T'o 
us,cloth'd with the forms of Bread and Wme,and 

laid upon the Altar, Hoc nobis Signum. And what 

oreater Sign could he give us of his Love, than 

to give us that very Fleſh ro be our Food, which 

he had given for the Life of the World ? Ad- 

mirable is the Refle&ion which St. Chry/oftom Hom. 61. 
makes upon this paſſage. Mothers, ſays he, 7 m_ 
oftentimes put forth their Children to be nurs'd and " moqgne® 
fed by others, But not ſo I, (and heſpeaks in the 1: ita; /ed 
Perſon of Chriſt, ) T feed you with my own Fleſh”; + 
T ſet my ſelf before you for food, ſo to breed Generous ſum vobis 
Spirits in you, and fill you with hopes of future Glo- 972999, 405 
ry ; fince you cannot think, but that T,who have given ſs Kun 
my & to you bere, will do it m a much more excellent {ens, &c. 
manner hereafter. That I took Fleſh and Blood up- volui Frater 
on me, was out of the defire T had to become your er fieri. 
Brother ; andnow behold I give the ſame Flefh and Yobis viciſ- 
Blood to be'taken by you, by which 1 became.ſo near- oa 
ly related to you. Thefe are'the*ryords of that ruin. 
'Great Father and Light of rhe Church 'St. Chry- per 9*« Cog- 
| ſoſtom, by which he declares the Paith of the jim 7s 
[Church of his titne (which was between the trads, * 
Third and Fourth of theifour firſt General Coun- 

cils) \to be 'the ſame which the' Catholic Church 

profefles at'this day. 

And 'now, dear Chriftans,”that this Divine 
Lover'of-our Sonls has left 'us fo great a Sign 

| gp Eapat-a 1 oe ho a 
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and Pledge of his good Will and Love, ſhall we 
not make haſt with the devout Shepherds to 
go to' Bethlehem ? Bethlehem in Engliſh ſignifies 
St. Greg, The Houſe of Bread, . And St. Gregory oblerves, 


52 0 8. in that our Lord would have the Place in which 
Vang. 


he was to be born, to be called long before by 
this name, to ſignifie to us, That He who appear - 


ed there in.our Fleſh, is the Living Bread ,_which 


came down from Heaven to nouriſh the Souls of his 
Elef to everlaſting Life. And now, as I laid, 


that he bas given us ſo incomparable a Sion 


of his-Good: Will and Pleaſure, ſhall we not 
make haſt with the Shepherds to Bethlehem ? 
Shall we let this Holy Time pals over,. or rather 
ſhall we Trifle it all away in Paſtiue and Mer- 
riment, without:ever approaching to this Holy - 
Table ? Such was the Fervour of the Fir/t-Chri- 
ftians, that they were wont to communicate eve- 
ry day. And neceſlary it was in thoſe times 


of Cruel Perſecution, to arm themſelves daily 


with the Bread of- Life againſt the fear of 


Death. But no ſooner was Peace reſtored to 


the Church-in the beginning of the fourth Ape, 
but Prety began to languiſh ; (So much more 
hardis it for Virtue tobearup againſt a Proſperous, 
- than an Ydverſe Condition.) 


1.) which gave Sr. 
Chryſoftom, betore that Age was ended , cauſe 
to inveigh ſo frequently as he does, againſt ſuch 
| as 


2] 


as were preſent at the Divine Myſteries, wich- 

out communicating. But the Malady' went 

on increaſing, and Chriſtians-grew ſo tepid in 

rhe performance of this Duty, that the Council | 

of Agde in the beginning of the ftxth Age, cone. 4- 

thought fit to declare, that thoſe who did not com gath. An. 

municate at the Three Great Feaſts of *the ytar ,5** 

Chriſtmas , Eaſter and Whitſontide , were not to be 
believ'd to be Catholics, nor reputed for ſuch : And 

the Council of Tours in the beginning of the 

Eighth Age, found it neceſſary to admoniſh Corc. Tu- 

them anew co communicate , if not oftner, yet 797 3: 

three times at leaſt in the year, viz. at the three © 

aforeſaid Feaſts, And. if the Church in theſe 

lacer times, as ſtill moreremiſs, have. thought 

good to lay no farther obligation upon all 

the Faithful of both Sexes, than of re- 

ceiving once a year, and that at Eaſter, yet 

the, Addition of the words, ad minus; (that it 

mult be done then at leaſt) ſufficiently ſhows 

the deſire ſhe bas that they would doit ofrner, - 

and that a Command were not atall neceflary 

to compel , where there 1s. ſo great an 4t- 

traftive of Bounty to invite. Lex Juſto non 

eſt poſita. This Law was not made for the Juſt, 

jor men of Goed Will, who are led by the Spi- 

ric of Love, bur for ſuch ſervile and degenerons 

Spirits, 
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Spirits, as are ated only by fear of Puniſh- 


ment : And it is much to be feared, that choſe 
who in this matter, will do no more than 
juſt what the Letter of the Law obliges, would 


not do that neither , butfor fear of che Cenſure 


annexed. 

O the *Prodigious ſloth and negligence of 
ſuch careleſs Chriſtians, whom 1o great Signs and 
Pledges of their dear Saviours Goodnels can. 


nat draw, without the neceſlity of a Precept to 


drive them to him.! What will they pretend 
for their excuſe ? That they cannot , that is, 


 willnot leavetheir Sins ? Few will be willin 


to own this, bur ſuch as have loſt all fear of 


God's Juſtice , and care of their own Souls. 
Will they ſay they have no twie ? But has God 
then given us 365 days in a year, and ſhall 
not we afford to give him one at leaſt in the 


hundred ? .Or-finally , will they pretend, that 


they do not find themſelves worthy to come 


. oftner than once a year to this Divine Table ? 


St. Cyril. 
Alex. 1. 4. 
In Fo. C. 17+ 


This indeed carries ſome ſhow. of Religion in 
it, but ſuch as St. Cyrildoubts not to call dam- 


noſam Religionem : A miſchievous ſort of Religion, 


which the Devil makes uſe of to perſwade 


remiſs and {lothful Chriſtians, to deprive them- 


ſelves of the Foed .of Life : But alas! as the 


ſame 
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ſame HJ. Father ſaith, if they find themſelves 
not worthy now, when will they make them. 
ſelves ſo.? will it be eaſier todo it after Ten or 
Twelve months, than after One, or T've, or Three ? 
Or will it require leſs pains to make themlelves 
worthy, after their ſins by long continuance, 
and repeated Acts, have taken deep root in 
their hearts, than whilſt they are yet Green 
and Tender ? Caveamus ne loco laquei damnoſam 
Religionem Diabolus nobis pretendat, Let us be- 
ware, that our Enemy do not enſnare us to our 
ruine under a feigned pretence of Religion : or 
rather, let none be deluded with ſuch irreligi- 
ous pretenſles as theſe to make him abſtain from 
frequenting this Holy Table. And that we 
may do it worthily, let us go with theſe de- 
-vout Shepherds to Bethlehem, and there ſee the 
Word which is made Fleſh tor our ſakes, firſt to 
adore him as our God and Saviour, and then 
to adorn our fouls with thoſe virtues of which 
he has given us ſo pretious an Example, which 
is the ſubject of my Second Parc, 


4 
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The Second Part. 
Videamus hoc verbum, quod factum eſt. 
Let us fee this Word which 1s made. 


"Tis ſo natural to man, who draws all his 
knowledge from the impreſſions of his Senſes 
to deſire to ſee what he 1s to Worſhip, that not 
being able to ſee the true God with his eyes, he 

Rom. 1. 23. fell to worſhiping the Creature, rather than the 
Creator, changing as St. Paul lays, the Glory of the 
Incorruptible God into an Image made like to corrupti- 
ble man, and to Birds and four-footed Beaſts, and. 

— Creeping Things. Thus did they become vain, 

4 as the ſame Apoſtle ſays, in their imaginations, 

| and their fooliſh heart was darkned, reſolving to- 
worſhip what they ſaw, becauſe they could not 
ſee, whom they were to worſhip. Four thouſand 
years had this error over-{pread the World, ex.. 
cepting only the little corner of Judea, when 

Serm. 147. God commilſerating the ſad condition of man, 
and knowing, as St. Peter Chryſologus lays, viſendi 
ſe defiderio cruciari, lafſarique mortales, with what 
auxicty men deſired to ſee him, and that nothing 
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could content them, bur a viſible deity, wnde fe 
viſibilem faceret, hoc elegit ; out of his Infinice 
Goodneſs was pleaſed to take upon him the 
nature of Man , that he might be ſeen by them. 
This remedy alone was left to cure the blindneſs 
of humane nature,becaule this 0bje& alone was 
able to draw the Eyes of Men from all other 
viſible things,and fix them upon it ſelf, And of 
this our Saviour himſelf was pleas'd to give us 
a Figure in the miraculous cure he wrought 
upon the Blind man, Foh. 9. by anointing his 
Eyes with a mixture made of his ſacred Spittle 
and the duſt of the Earth, in which was repre- 
ſented the wnion of the divine wiſdom with hu- 
mane nature, cecatis luminibus, ( as St. Anſelm ele. 
gantly expreſles it) collyrium_ ſue Incarnationis 
apponens, applying the Eye-ſalve of bis Incarnation 
to the Eyes of Men, that thoſe who could not 
behold him in the ſplendors of his divinity, 
might ſee him appearing in the form of man. ' 
O the Riches of the Goodneſs and Mercy of 
God, in condeſcending thus graciouſly to the 
weakneſs of our nature, and making. himſelf 
' Viſible, to ſatisfhe the deſire we had of ſeeing 
with our Eyes the God whom we are to wor- 
ſhip ! This the devout Shepherds did, as you 
| heard before, when they found him in his 

mo D> "= 
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Crib; and this muſt we do, as often- as we 
preſent our ſelves before him at his Altar. 

But was this all > Was this the. only End, - 
why he was pleas'd to appear to us in this vi/e. 


S. 49g.1.83. ble manner ? No : St. Aſtin tells us of a farther 
Que Q:25 deſign he hadin ir, when he lays, Sapientia Dei 


hommem ad exemplum unde viveremus ſuſcepit, that 
the wiſdom of God, that is, God the Word, the ſe- 
cond Perſon of the Trinity, took the nature of 
man upon him, to give us an example how to liye 
well by living like him. Tis the particular Pri. 
v.ledge of this Divine Word made Fleſh for our 
fakes, that whereas other words are, properly 
ſpeaking, the 0bje&s not of the Eyes, but of the 
Ears, this Word not only ſpeaks co our Ears by 
his DoErine, but much more to our Eyes by 
his Example. And hence it is,that that great de. 
vote of our Saviours Nativity, St. Thomas de 


' Villa Nova, calls the Manger, in which he firſt 


appeared, Magna Catbedra, the Great Divinity- 
Chair or Pulpit, which his Eternal Father had 
epared for him, as ſoon as he ſhould make 
himſelf vi/eble in our nature, to teach us the 
Doctrine of Salvation. 
| Draw near then, O Chriſtian Souls, and 
bear, or rather ſte ( ſays this Holy Saint ) the 
Leflons which the Word made Fleſh preaches to 


your | 


[ 27] 
your Eyes from the Pulpit of his Crib. Dif- 
cite Paupertatem, Learn of me, fays he, to be 
truly Poor, that is, you who are Poor not to 
repine at your condition, and you who are 
rich, not to ſet your hearts upon the 1iches of 
this World, but to abridge your ſelves in ſu- 
perfluittes to communicate to thoſe who are in 
want, becauſe I who am the Lord of the Uni- 
verſe, and can diſpoſe of all that is in ic, at my 
pleaſure, have no other Mantles to ſhroud my 
tender Body , but ſuch as a Poor Carpenters 
Spouſe could provide me with, and no other 
Cradle to repole my head in , but a Manger. 


Diſcite Humlitatem, Learn of me to be truly 7hil. 2. 3. 


Humble, each eſteeming other better than them. 
ſelves ; becauſe I, whoam the moſt High, have 
humbled my ſelf fo low, as to become the 
Companion of Beaſts. Diſcite Manſnetudinem , 
Learn of me to be truly Meek, forgiving from 
your hearts thoſe that offend. you, fincel, who 
am the Perſon oJended, do here water my hard 
Conch with my Tears to make an attonemenc 
for the fins you have committed againft me. 
Diſcite Patientiam, Learn of me to be Patient 
. in all your ſufferings, becauſe IF, who am Om- 
nipotent, lye here expoſed in an open; Stable to 
che contempt of the World, andthe 7igour of che 
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[28] 
Elements. Diſcite Obedientiam, Learn of me 
to be Obedient to your Superiors, becauſe ], 
who am the King of. Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
have ſubmitted. my ſelf as a little Infant to the 
diſpoſal and conduct of a young and unexpe- 
rienced Virgin. Diſcite Charitatem, Learn of 
me to love your Neighbours for my ſake, hince 
I, who am true God of true God, have made my 
ſelf man for yours. Diſcite denique-verum bono- 
rum omnium hujus ſeculi contemptum. Laſtly , 
Learn of me a true and real contempt of all the 
Goods of this World, fince.I, who am the wi. 
dom of God, have deſpiſed and rejefed them as 
falſe and 'counterfeir, ro teach you by my ex- 
ample the true way to Heaven. 

Theſe are the Leſſons which this divine 
Word preaches to our Eyes from the Pulpit of 
his Cribb. And it the Scholars of Pythagoras 
had ſo great a veneration for their Maſter, that 
whatever he ſaid, they believ'd it, becauſe he 
laid ir, quia ipſe dixit ; Now that a greater 
- than Pythagoras is here, now that God himſelf 
is become both our Maſter, and Pattern in his 
own Perſon, ſhall we not much rather do what 
we ſee him do, quia i fecit, becauſe he has 
done it, and not only ſo, but quis ipſe faftus eſt, 
becauſe himſelf was pleaſed to be made man, 
: that 
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that we might ſee him with our Eyes, and learn 
from his Example the true. way to Bliſs > And 
when ſhall we do it, if wedo it not now? 
Holy Davidaſtoniſh'd, ( as we may ſay) to 
ſee the general depravation of Mankind in his 
time, how their hearts were bent upon nothing, 
bur the Love of the things of this world, as their 
only happineſs, calls upon them to bethink 
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themſelves of their Error in theſe words, Filii ?/al. 4. 3+ 


hominum n{quequo gravi corde ! Ut quid diligitis 
vanitatem, @* queritis mendacium? O ye ſons of 
men, how long will you let your hearts lye groveling 
upon the Earth! Why will you ſet your affeFions 
upon vanity, and ſeek after a lye, meaning the 
tranſirory and deceitful goods of this world 2? 


And St. Auſtin to extenuate, as it were, in ſome St. Avg. 


meaſure their faulc, ſubjoias, 
adventum Filu Det error veſter duraverit , that 
poſſibly this error of theirs might continue till 
the coming of the Son of God into the world. 
But then conſidering the depraved lives of too 
many Chriſtians, he changes the Prophets u- 
quequo, and crys out himſelf Quid. ultra._graves 
corde eſtis * O ye ſons of men, why are your 
hearts ſtill pofleſled: with this Error, now that. 
the Son of God is come in the Fleſh to teach. 
you the true way of Life 2 Quando. babituri finem. 


fale. 


Saltem uſque ad in P/al. 4. 


fallaciarum, ſi preſente Veritate non habetis! O, when 
will you make an End of ſuffering your lelyes 
to:be cheated with the Fallacious Maximes and 
Fajnions of the world? if you do it not now that 
Truth ir (elf has taken a Body, and preſents it 
ſelf viſible to your very Eyes to teach you by its. 
own Example what you are to chyſe, and what 
to avoid. | | 

Is it poſlible , dear Chriſtians , that we can 
think that to, be Good and defirable, which 
He, who is Truth it felt | has reeGed and con- 
 temned, or that to be vile and contemptible, which 
He has made choice of and embraced ? If our 
Judgment and Condutt be not conform to his, 
one of the two muſt foHow , Either that he was 
deceived, or we are miſtaken. And no doubt, but 
the miſtake will be found to be on owr fide, if we 
think to go to Heaven by any other way, than 
that by which Ze went himſelf. If He who 
was Innocent , choſe not only to walk upon 
Thorns it this World, but wore them for a 
Crown upon his Head ,, muſt we, who are the 
Criminals, expe& to have the way ſtrew'd with 
Flowers, and our Temples crown'd with Gar- 
lands of Roſes? Let me tell you, dear Chriſti- 
ans, that 'ris as much an Article of our Faith 
to believe the Way to Heaven , as to believe 
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Keaven it ſelf: And if He who has told us, 
there is ſuch a Place prepared for us, as Heaven, 
if we: take the Right way to it , has told us 
alſo, that that way is no other, than what 44uh.7.. 
himſelf calls, The ſtrait way, viz. the mortifying '+ 
of our ſenſual appetites, renouncing the Pomps 
and Vanities of the World, cracifying the Fleſh: 
with irs inordinate defires, bringing the body 
into ſubjeRion to the ſpirit, by Praying, Faſt. 
inp, and other Penitentiat Works , giving: 
what is above neceſſity , and true Chriſtian de-- 
cency, in Alms to the Poor, denying our own 
Wills, patiently bearing the Afic&tions and Croſſes: 
which God ſends, meekly forgiving thoſe that. 
offend us, and the like Chriftian Duties ; e1- 
ther we believe this to be the only way to Hea- 
ven, or we do-not ? If we do net, why do we 
believe there is ſuch a Thing as Heaven at all, 
ſince He who has told us the one , has told us 
the other alſo. When he ſaid of himſelf, Ego: 
ſum via, veritas & vita,T am the Way, the Truth,and:5,, , 6; 
the Life, he placed Truth in the middle, be- ; 
tween the Way and the End, as Equally engag d: 
for both. ; 
Bur then again, if we do believe, the ſtrait. 

Way , and which himfelf made choice of. , to: 
be the only way to Heaven, , why do we chule to- 
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walk in the Broad and beaten Road of the 
world, as if that would bring us thither ? 
Is.it by pleafmg the Senſes, pampering the Body , 
miſpending the tme which God has given us 
to Work out our ſalvation with fear and trembling , 
in indulging to our own eaſe the beſt part of the 
day,and throwing away the reſt in vain, and roo 
often Criminal Convertations and Paſtimes, and 


the Riches He has beſtowed upon ns, to ſecure 


our own Salvation by relieving his poor and 


neceſficous Brethren, in purchaſing to our ſelves, 
all chat may conduce co the' zratifying of onr 
Fancies , and the ſatisfying of our fenſual -appe- 
tites ; Is it, Fay, by doing theſe things, that 
we can think at laſt to arrive at Heaven? OQ 


no; we areconvinc'dof the contrary both by 


the Dofrine and Pratfice of God himfelf mage 


Man for our fakes. And when ſhalt we pur * 


an End to this fatal Cheat, it we do it now ? 
Let us then no longer ſuffer our ſelves to be 
deluded with the vain and tranſitory things of this 
' world. But tranſeamus u/q; ad Bethlehem, paſ- 


ſing over, let. us with the devont Shepherds goto 


Bethlehem ; and ſee this Ward which is made Fleſh 
for our ſakes, which our Lord hath ſhown 


unto us. Letusina-word, ſee and do accord. 


ing to the Pattern which is ſhown us in the 
Manger 
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Manger , purifying our hearts from all ſinful 
affeions, and tranſcribing thole Vertues, of 
which this fair Original has given us ſo lively 
an Example, into the Copy of our own lives. 
So ſhall we be prepared worthily to receive him 
here under the Sacramental Yeils, in which he 
lies wrapped upon the Altar, no leſs truly, than 
he did in his Swadling-olothes in the Manger ; and 
be founq worthy , when he ſhall come the /e- 
cond time into the world with great Power and 
Majeſty, to behold him face to face in his Glory ; 
which God of his Infinite Mercy grant us all, 
to whom in Unity and Trinity be all xzmnour and 
Glory now and for ever. Amen. 
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